SHOWDOWN ON MT. CARMEL. 1 KN. 18:17-40. 3/5/23. #49.

=Tran Ik Feopanad, when Ahab sae Eljah, that Anab cald to Rim, *fi Safyou, O troublar of lerael 7 m&nd ha ansvared, = hava ot
troubled leragl, but you and yourfathar's housa Axva, inthat pou hava foreakan Bha commandmants of tha Loao and Fawe foliovwad tha
Exaln. sMow therefors, sand Ano'gather all lsrasd b0 ma on Mount Carmal, tha four hundred and fifty prophats of Exal, and tha four
rundrad prophaks of Asharah, who Gat ot Jamebsd's tabie.” @S0 Arab sent for all the children of [srael, and gathered tha prophats
ingeter on Mount Carmel. =dnd Bljah came o all the psopis, and sald, “*How long will you faRar betaeen o opinkore?
itha Lo=s JoGod, Solicw Him; but F Baal, foliow Rim." But the paopla anesered him not a word. sThan Eijah sald iothe paopla, 41 alona
& Ieft a prophat of tha Loro; but Eaars prophats anefour hunored and ifty man. sTharafors lat tham ghve us Bao bulls; and ket tham
ooosE o bull for themsates, out It In pleoes, and kay #on the wood, but put no fins e £ and | wil prepars tha othar bull, and
Iy itom tha wood, Dut pet no firs wnoer £ =Than you ol on Bha naems of your gods, and | vwil call on tha nama of tha LoRo; and tha
God wiho angwers by fina, Ha e God ™ Eo all the poeople argvsered and sald, *it le well spoker ™ miow Bljah sald o the prophais of
[Eaal, *Chooes ona ul Tor yoursalves and prepare 2Tk, Tor you aremany, and call on tha nama of your god, bt put no fire coaoiar L™
=50 ey 100k Bha bull wilon was givan tham, and they preparcd £ and salled on tha nama of Baal from moming awven il noon, saying,
“0 Exal, haar ust™ But fere Hasng YOG, RO one ansysanad. Than Bhay' Jaamed st the aitar wihikon they iad maca. sAnd 6o a3,
at noon, that Elljlah mocked tham and sald, “Cry aloud, for ha &ea god; either e ke maditating, or ha le bugy, or ha s on a
Joamay, orparhape Na 10 skhaning and must b awakeneol” mEo they oried akoud, and cut themsalved, 25 was thair oustam,
with . knives and lanoes, witl] tha Diood guahed ot on theam. sAnd when micday was past, they prophssked until tha e of the ofTering
of the evaningeaorifice. But Mens waeno volos] no ona answened, noone pald athantion. =Than Eljzh sald to all the people, “Coma
riaar bo ma.” Eo all tha people oama near o him. And ha repalred the aftar of tha Loro St wes brokan doan. sind Efjah took twelva
&bonas, accorolng bo tha numbar of tha tribss of tha sona of 13000, to wiham the word of tha Loss had come, axying, “eraal shall ba
FOUT Nama.”™ wThan with tha stoneg ha bullt an afar in e rams of tha Loso; and e macs 3 tranch arcund tha atar largs enough fo
Fioidl s Geahs of Gesal. mAnd ha DUt tha wood In oroder, cut tha bull in pisces, and lakd idon the wood, and sald, “Fl four wabesmnats.
with waiar, and pour ifon tha burnt saor®fics and on the wood ™ =Then he sakd, 0o e second Hme,” and thay did Fa second tima;
and ha sald, “Oo &a thind ima,” and thay did it &ind tma. =30 the wabter ran all arocwund the altar; and he also filled the trench v
waber. mAnd it oame to pase, a1 O e ofthe ofTaring of the @randing saoriog, that Bljah the prophal came near and sald, “Loss God
iof Abraiam, leasn, and iEraal, ik s known this day that You aveGod In lerasd and | an'four sanant, and St rave dona 3l thess
things at Your veord. =Hear ma, O Loro, hear ma, st this peopla may know that You anetha Loso God, and &arfYou have turned thalr
Fraarts baok do Yow again.” sThean thea fira of the Loso #al and consumad tha burnt sacrifice, and tha wood and the stones and the dust,
arvd i Bcked up tha water et wawin the trerche sshowy whan all tha paopla saw & thay fell on thelr faces; ard thay sald, *The Loss,
Ha i3 >od! Tha Loan, He & Goot™ &And Eljah sald o tham, “3eizs the proohets of Baal Do not ek one of tham eeoapa!™ 30 thay ssdzad
itham; and Elfah brought Bham dovwn B0 the Brock Kishon and sosoutad tham thane

1. Troubler of nations
a. Ahab greets Elijah as the “troubler of Israel”
al. Ironic that the real troublers of mankind
accuse the godly of being the trouble
a2. Those who introduce & promote evil
destroy society (Gal. 6:7-9)
b. Elijah identifies Ahab & his father’s household as
the real troublers of Israel
al. Those of project on others their own evils
never acknowledge their own guilt
a2. Through leading Israel to worshipping the
Baals (Baal & Asherah), the kings brought
on the their nation the judgments of Dt. 28
2. The challenge
a. Elijah challenges Baal's prophets to a contest on
Mt. Carmel (450 prophets of Baal; 400 of Asherah)
b. Elijah tells Ahab to invite all of Israel
al. Whichever God answers the call of the
prophets will show he is the real God
a2. Tangible evidence is tangible proof, no
matter if it is believed or not
c. Ahab accepts the challenge & makes preparation

3. Mt. Carmel drama
a. By accepting the challenge, the prophets & people
agree to accept the results of the challenge
b. Before the contest Elijah asks the people how long
they are going to vacillate between God & Baal
al. Israelites were syncretists, trying to wor-
ship both God & idols (like modern Hindus),
in violation of Ex. 20
aZ. El. informs them that they must choose
between God & Baal (not worship both)
c. Since there were 450 Baal prophets, they provided
the bulls (God uses their bull as an extra irony)
al. Each one was to prepare a bull
a2. Elijah allows Baal’s prophets to go first
d. If sincerity is faith, Baal’s prophets had it
al. They called upon Baal to respond to their
pleas while dancing & cutting themselves
aZ. All morning they chanted, implored, &
begged Baal to answer their call
e. At noon Elijah begins to mock them
al. Perhaps, Baal is busy or on a trip
a2. Perhaps, Baal is asleep & needs to be
awaken by louder calls (Buddhists ring a
gong to awaken their god before entering
a temple)
4. God reveals himself
a. Elijah prepared the altar
al. Baal’s prophets stomped around on it &
broke it down
a2. El. takes 12 stones for 12 tribes to build it
b. El. has a trench dug & 12 jars of water poured on it
al. God still claims wayward Israel (12 tribes)
a2. The soaked offering is like rebel Israel
c. El. calls upon God to bring down fire
al. Fire consumes the meat, wood, & stones
a2. Immediately, Israel cries out in fear, “The
Lord is God” (change is not permanent)
d. Elijah orders the execution of the prophets of Baal
e. The evidence is irrefutable, but the heart is stiff



