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41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did, and his wisdom, 
are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the 
period that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 
43 Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of 
David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. 
 
1. Solomon’s legacy from God 
 a. Typical phrase: “rested with his fathers” 

a1. Like Saul and David before him, Solomon Reigned 
for 40 years 
a2. Eccl. 12 Solomon’s end came sooner than he had 
expected (few are prepared for aging) 

 b. Biblical account is a summary of what Solomon did  
a1. More details are in Acts of Solomon, a book lost in 
antiquity (not even any quotes from it) 
a2. 22 books mentioned in Bible that are lost (not 
meant to be viewed as scripture) 

  a3. Bible authors quote poets and other sources 
 c. Solomon had been given tremendous advantages: 

a1. God loved him and selected him to rule after David, 
despite being a son of Bathsheba (wife stolen from 
Uriah), and having many other brothers ahead of him in 
seniority 

  a2. He was given a choice of requests 
a3. When he asked for wisdom to rule Israel, God gave 
him more wisdom than any man 
a4. God added benefits to his wisdom:  wealth, fame, 
glory, power, peace… 

d. Solomon knew God and proclaimed that he wanted to follow 
God as his father, David, had done 

  a1. Intentions are different than commitment 
  a2. Solomon did not know his own heart 
2. Solomon’s legacy from the flesh 
 a. Solomon took the blessings of God and abused them 
  a1. Married 1000 foreign women 
  a2. He collected gold and silver for himself 

a3. He built great buildings and collected expensive 
artifacts and exotic animals 
a4. He overburdened his subjects with crushing taxes 
and demands for service 

 b. Solomon had lost his love for God 
a1. He allowed his foreign wives to turn to his heart to 
idolatry  
a2. Even after God warned him against turning away 
from him, he did so anyway 

3. Solomon’s self-evaluation 



 a. Ecclesiastes 2 Solomon states that he denied himself nothing 
  a1. Very self-focused 

a2. Self-absorbed people do not consider others and are 
not touched with the trials of others 

  a3. Everything was for and about Solomon 
b. Ecclesiastes 3-5 Solomon still was in a self-focused mode at 
end 

  a1. Solomon advised enjoying the fruit of your labor 
a2. Solomon bemoaned having to give up what he felt 
that he had rightfully earned 

c. Solomon did not consider how his actions impacted others: 
he forgot his first prayer about how to wisely rule over this 
great people 
d. I Kings 12:7 if the king will serve the people, they will serve 
the king (mutual aid and benefit) 
e. If one’s desire is to serve self, he is of little use to anyone else 
and is a detriment to others (Philippians 2:3) 
f. Ecclesiastes 12:1 Solomon gives advice to remember God in 
the days of your youth (unlike what he did) 

 g. Solomon’s legacy was a mixed bag: 
  a1. Writer of 3,000 proverbs 
  a2. Builder of the Great Temple 
  a3. Builder of glorious buildings and works 
  a4. Husband of 1.000 women  
  a5. Burdened his people with heavy taxes 
  a6. Became an idolater 
  a7. Chastised by God 
 h. Solomon’s potential was squandered on himself 
 i. Solomon was wealthy, wise, and wanton 


