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================================================= 

And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s 
house, and all Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do, 2 that the LORD appeared to Solomon the 
second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the LORD said to him: “I have heard your 
prayer and your supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which 
you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there 
perpetually. 4 Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in 
uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and 
My judgments, 5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised 
David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’ 6 But if you or 
your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes 
which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 7 then I will cut off 
Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My 
name I will cast out of My sight. Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And as 
for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and 
say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 9 Then they will answer, 
‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and 
have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore the LORD has 
brought all this calamity on them.’ ” 

================================================= 
1. God reappears to Solomon 
 a. After the dedication of the temple & the completion 
     of the main palace (13 yr. project), God comes to Sol. 
  a1. God had heard Sol.’s prayer of dedication & 
        had received the prayer  
  a2. God would consecrate the temple as the  
        place where he would meet his people 
 b. God would dwell in this temple continually 
  a1. The Hebrew word often translated “forever” 
        (yalom) means perpetually or “a long time” 
  a2. God would “dwell” in the temple a long time 
      (the Incarnation would make temple obsolete) 
 c. Our “forever” means “without end”, but to express 
     this concept the Jews repeated yalom (yalom al  
     yalom), often translated “forever and ever” 
 d. Again, as at 1st, God admonishes Sol. to obey all 
     His statutes as David had done 
  a1. He would never lack for a descendent on 
        the throne if he obeyed 
  a2. God will bless Sol. if he follows holiness 
2. The contingency 
 a. God warns Sol. that if he rebels by turning to idols 
     God will cast Israel out of the land & reject the temple 
  a1. No mystical power in the temple 

  a2. God did not revere the temple 
  a3. The temple was a tool of worship, no the 
         object of worship 
 b. Once the temple is polluted by a corrupt people it 
     becomes an abhorrent reminder of desecration  
  a1. God will use only that which brings him 
        honor & glory 
  a2. Once a holy symbol (offering, priesthood, 
       temple, etc.) is corrupted it becomes useless 
 c. Just as the temple was built up in glory, God can 
     cast it down in disgrace 
  a1. God is not impressed with the gold, cedar, 
        cypress, bronze, & limestone 
  a2. The temple was a symbol of something far 
         more sacred & glorious  
  a3. God invited the Babylonians into Jerusalem 
        to destroy the temple, for the glory was gone 
 d. The temple was only useful if God’s glory dwelt there 
  a1. Without God’s glory, it was just a building 
  a2. God will toss out all things polluted  
 e. 1 Cor. 11:27-34 anyone who pollutes God’s ordi- 
      nances will face punitive consequences 
3. The warning 
 a. Idol worshippers will be rejected by God 
  a1. Cast out of the land 
  a2. God’s consecrated temple cast down 
  a2. Israel will become a byword & disgrace 
 b. The nations will know that God cast his people 
      out of the land & destroyed the temple due to 
      their rebellion against him 
 c. Israel was supposed to be God’s people exclusively 
  a1. The nations knew what Israel supposed to be 
  a2. World knows what Christians supposed to be 
 d. We will bring honor or shame to the name of Lord 
  a1. If honor, then we will be used of God 
  a2. If shame, God will chasten & remove us 
 e. Communion & baptism are holy symbols, but are 
     only worthy if the partakers are pure & submissive 
 f. Giving, serving, & worshipping must come from holiness 
 


